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is to continue to create more good high-wage
jobs. And we can do that through the passage
of specific legislation, as we did with the tele-
communications bill, which passed with vir-
tually the unanimous support of the Con-
gress, Members of both parties, and which
I believe and Secretary Brown believes will
create millions of new jobs. That directly af-
fects, obviously, Corning and this specific di-
vision, but it will indirectly affect all of Amer-
ica if we can create 3 to 31⁄2 million more
high-wage jobs. It will help people under-
going transitions in other companies to move
to those new jobs.

The third point I want to make is that both
of these companies have proved that you can
have the right sort of partnership with the
Government. The Secretary mentioned that
both of them had done work with NIST,
which is our technology division within the
Commerce Department. The Commerce
Department has done two things better than
any predecessor, I believe, thanks to Sec-
retary Brown and the others who work there.
First of all, they’ve done a better job in open-
ing the doors around the world for American
businesses and American products. And sec-
ondly, they have tried to help, in a very effec-
tive way, manage the transition by investing
in partnership with the private sector in im-
portant emerging areas of technology. And
that is very important. That’s the sort of thing
Government ought to do, not deciding ex-
actly how this economy will grow, not picking
winners and losers but working with the pri-
vate sector to provide that extra added meas-
ure of cooperation in the new technologies
that will enable us to win.

The final thing I want to say is this: These
two companies—and I want to say a special
word here about Armstrong. Henry said that,
well, Armstrong was not—it was a traditional
manufacturing company, not a high-tech
company. All manufacturing operations that
are going to succeed have to be high per-
formance companies. And they have to get
the most out of their people. And they are
managing this transition in the same way I’m
convinced we have to manage it here: team-
work. The people who aren’t here whose
names we’ll never know are just as important
as the people who are here in the fact that

these two companies won these awards
today.

And that’s something we need to keep in
mind here in Washington. If we had more
teamwork we would be more successful at
giving the American people a higher return
on their tax dollar and in moving more quick-
ly through this transition. That is what works.
And in a time of transition you simply don’t
have the luxury of engaging in politics as
usual, just like you can’t engage in business
as usual.

So that’s the significance of this day to me.
It’s the validation of years and years of effort
by people who believe in quality manage-
ment. It’s the validation of the proposition
that we can create new opportunities for
Americans if we work together to move into
the future instead of running away from it.
It proves that there is a proper role for the
Nation’s Government in a limited supportive
way to help to create new economic opportu-
nities, and most important, it shows that
when we work together, we never lose.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:10 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to James R. Houghton, chair-
man and chief executive officer, Corning, Inc.,
and Henry A. Bradshaw, president, Armstrong
World Industries’ Building Products Operations.

Statement on the Report of the
White House Conference on Aging
March 6, 1996

I was gratified today to receive the final
report of the White House Conference on
Aging, a comprehensive look at aging policy
in America developed over 2 years with the
input of more than 125,000 men and women.
My deep thanks and appreciation go out to
all of those Americans who contributed to
this incredible grassroots effort.

These recommendations, which dem-
onstrate strong support for many of the prior-
ities I have been fighting for, including the
preservation and protection of Medicare,
Medicaid, and Social Security, will be given
every serious consideration by my adminis-
tration.
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Executive Order 12991—Adding the
Small Business Administration to the
President’s Export Council
March 6, 1996

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, including the Federal
Advisory Committee Act, as amended (5
U.S.C. App. 2), and in order to add the Small
Business Administration to the President’s
Export Council, it is hereby ordered that sec-
tion 1–102(a) of Executive Order No. 12131,
as amended, is further amended by adding
a new subsection (8) to read ‘‘(8) Small Busi-
ness Administration.’’

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 6, 1996.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:45 a.m., March 7, 1996]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on March 8.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Iraq
March 5, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for Use

of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution
(Public Law 102–1), and as part of my effort
to keep the Congress fully informed, I am
reporting on the status of efforts to obtain
Iraq’s compliance with the resolutions adopt-
ed by the U.N. Security Council.

Since my last letter to you on January 4,
1996, on Iraq, the Government of Iraq has
come no closer to meeting its obligations
under applicable Security Council resolu-
tions. The U.N. Special Commission on Iraq
(UNSCOM), responsible for dismantling
Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction programs,
continues to find evidence that Iraq is hiding
information on its past weapons programs.
UNSCOM also found evidence as recently
as a few months ago that Iraq continues to
pursue acquisition of prohibited weapons
technology. Iraq has made no progress either
in accounting for nationals of Kuwait and

third countries missing since the occupation
or in returning stolen Kuwaiti property. Sad-
dam Hussein continues to provide safe haven
for known terrorists. Given all this, the Secu-
rity Council maintained sanctions without
change at the January 5, 1996, review.

Saddam Hussein’s unwillingness to comply
with the norms of international behavior ex-
tends to his regime’s continuing threat to
Iraqi citizens throughout the country. We
and our coalition partners continue to en-
force the no-fly zones over northern and
southern Iraq as part of our efforts to deter
Iraq’s use of aircraft against its population.
The human rights situation throughout Iraq
remains unchanged. Saddam Hussein shows
no signs of complying with U.N. Security
Council Resolution 688, which demands that
Iraq cease the repression of its own people.
Iraq’s repression of its southern Shi’a popu-
lation continues, with policies aimed at de-
stroying the Marsh Arabs’ way of life and im-
portant environmental resources.

We continue to provide humanitarian as-
sistance, along with international and human-
itarian relief organizations, to the people of
northern Iraq. Deteriorating security condi-
tions forced us to issue notice in late January
for all Americans in the area to exercise maxi-
mum caution in their activities. We have fa-
cilitated talks between the two major Kurdish
groups in an effort to help them resolve their
differences and increase stability in northern
Iraq. However, Iran continues to look for op-
portunities to expand its influence in the
area, as demonstrated by the visit of an Ira-
nian Foreign Ministry official to the area in
early January.

Pursuant to Security Council Resolution
986, Iraq is authorized to sell a prescribed
amount of oil for the purchase of humani-
tarian supplies. In early February, the Gov-
ernment of Iraq sent a delegation to the
United Nations to discuss the details of im-
plementation of this Resolution. Nonethe-
less, it remains unclear whether Saddam
Hussein is serious about using this mecha-
nism to relieve the humanitarian suffering in
Iraq. It is not clear whether Iraq will accept
Resolution 986 as written, but the United
States and other members of the Security
Council have emphasized that the Security
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